
                         

Activity Plan 
 

Charlotte Zolotow & William Pène du Bois 

William’s Doll 

ISBN 0064430677 

Trophy Picture 

Ages: 4-8 years old 

 

 
 

Activities: 

1. [Before reading] (Covering the title) Show the front cover and open up: 

a. Who is this on the front cover? 

b. What do you think this book is going to be about? 

c. Share: This story is called ‘William’s Doll’.   

2. [Facilitation questions] Read the book together and discuss: 

a. pgs. 5-11: 

i. What is William doing in the picture? 

ii. What are the brother and the neighbour doing? 

b. pgs. 12-23: 

i. What does William’s dad think about him wanting a doll? 

ii. What things does William’s dad get him to play with? 

c. pgs. 24-32 

i. How does Grandmother help William? 

ii. How does William feel when he has his doll? 

d. Share: In William’s Doll his brother and neighbour make fun of him for wanting 

a doll. His dad doesn’t think boys should be playing with dolls. William’s 

grandmother knows that anyone can play with any toy. She buys William a doll. 

This makes him happy. He shows how caring he can be. 

3. [Activity] Using a selection of toys that the children engage with, ask children to 

consider who would be allowed to play with the toy: boys, girls or both. 

Abstract: William is a boy who wants a doll. He wants to play with it and hug it. He wants 
to tuck it into bed at night and wake it up in the morning and pretend that it's his own child. 
Needless to say, this plan is met with not a little bit of derision by his peers. His brother 
thinks it's creepy and the boy next door even goes so far as to call William a sissy. As for 
William's father, he decides to stem the boy's desires by purchasing manly toys for him. 
Basketballs, and trains, and tools. The only one who understands William is his 
grandmother, a wise woman who gives William his heart's desire and patiently explains to 
his father that there is nothing odd or abnormal about a boy wanting a doll.  



                         
a. When children nominate a particular group, encourage them to think about 

exceptions so that they can see both boys and girls are ‘allowed’ to play with 

the toy, e.g. Are boys not allowed to play with dolls? 

b. Share: Toys are toys. All of the toys here are toys that you can play with; no 

matter if you feel like you’re a boy or a girl. There are no toys that are just for 

boys and no toys that are just for girls. 

4. [Craft idea] Cut out a doll (nothing fancy, kind of like a gingerbread man) for the 

children. Decorate it. Does it have brown eyes? Green eyes? What kind of hair does it 

have? You can even cut out little clothes to put on the doll. 

 

Included material: 

● William’s Doll book 

 

Material to prepare : 

● Selection of toys 

● Paper 

● Crayons 


